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• Basic Premise: Contract law cannot efficiently replace
all other forms of law for virtual worlds, and attempting
to do so is dangerous for the game “gods.”

• Three Examples (there are many more):
1. “Griefing” and Contract
2. Contract-based Criminal Law
3. Virtual Property / Abolition of Private Property 

by Contract

The Contract Supremacy Model of
“God” Governance

Joshua A.T. Fairfield



“Griefing” and the Social Contract
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Contract-based Criminal Law
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Anti-Social Contracts,  
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/paper

s cfm?abstract id=1002997

Abolition of Private Property Ownership



Multilateral Legal Relationships
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Contractual Legal Relationships
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Graph of In-World Relationships
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Anatomy of a Game God
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The God Paradox

• Principle: The more control virtual worlds creators exert
over their players through EULAS, the less legal 
responsibility creators will bear.

• Likely Incorrect: “With great power comes great
responsibility.” (Spider Man, J.)

1. As a matter of statute (DMCA § 512)
2. As a matter of case law (vicarious liability; Netcom)
3. Common Carrier analogies
4. Defamation and Publisher’s Liability

Joshua A.T. Fairfield
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